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What are summer streets

Places to sit and linger

Traffic calmed streets

Street greenery

Graphics

Art and culture

Terraces

Play Summer street concept in Finnish, City of Helsinki (2022)
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é and why do we have them ?

ÅWhat are the benefits of street experiments?

ÅIncrease TRUST between stakeholders

ÅACCELERATES CHANGE  you achieve results faster and get through things that you wouldn't be 

able to get through as permanent solutions

ÅDATA You study and find out about the effects

ÅLEARN , what works and what doesn't. It's just as valuable to know what's not working!

ÅHow can they help increase social justice and civic engagement in cities?

ÅHigher quality public space: more places to socialize and also more unofficial social contacts

ÅExperiments provide a platform for people to implement their own ideas

ÅHow can experiments accelerate the transition process to sustainable urban 

mobility?

ÅBy monitoring the effects of the experiments, we will obtain information on the actual impacts instead of 

modelling them (e.g. pedestrian and car traffic volumes and displacements)

ÅThe experiments have not had a wider impact on the choice of modes of transport themselves, 

but as they scale, they may have an impact
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Summer street objectives

1. Summer streets improve the attractiveness of urban space

2. People spend more time on the streets and more people walk

there

3. Summer streets support the vitality of the city nad have positive

impacr on local business

4. Local residents, businesses and people using urban space are

an active part in the planning process

5. Support reaching our carbon neutrality goals

6. Support the parking policy of Helsinki where we aim to 

centralized underground parking solutions in the city center

7. Ensure good accessibility on summer streets and the near by

areas

8. The benefits outweight the resources invested in summer streets
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Urban Environment Committee (6. / 620 §, 8.11.2022)



Operating model for summer streets 
and experiments

Implement the 

experiment on the 

street for the first time

The site is selected 

based on which sites 

are to be developed 

in the future and what 

the residents and 

operators in the area 

have wished for. òFailsò

Implement the 

experiment on the 

street again or several 

times

The politicians

approve the plan for 

the permanent solution

1 2 3 4 5 6

While the permanent

solution is being

prepared and / or the

plans has been

approved we can

continue the summer 

street on site until

the permanent

solution has been

implemented

Politicians decide on 

the principles that 

guide the preparation 

of a permanent 

solution. Urban space

and transport 

planning are made 

simultaneously

Consider whether it is 

worth experimenting 

with the site in some 

other way or whether 

the site should be 

abandoned altogether

Yes

No

Document why the site 

is not suitable as a 

summer street or other 

experimental solution. 

Specify what changes 

the street may need 

other than through 

experiments or launch 

a new experiment with 

a different 

implementation

Drop the site both as 

a summer street

solutions and as a 

permanent solution. 

Succeeds

LEARNING/

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
INTERACTIONINTERACTION LEARNING/

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
INTERACTION

Continue the

summer street as a 

seasonal

arrangement
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Started in 2021
A terrace was realized in Kasarmitori and two summer street led to the terrace from the city 
center



Continued in 2022
3 out of 5 pilot street were chosen to continue



2023: Residents used AI to illustrate what they wanted
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Here is how it turned out
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In the end, two summer streets will be 
turned into a permanent solution

ÅThe street plan in front of the Design Museum or officially for 

Koulupuistikko Square was approved, and implementation will 

be finished this year. Summer 2025 was the last summer street 

implementation.

ÅOn Erottajankatu, the business owners made a petition to keep 

the experiment, as it allowed a total of 3 terraces that would not 

have been possible otherwise. On Erottajankatu, the 

arrangement will continue until further notice. The actual street 

plan will only be finalized early 2030s. 
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Koulupuistikko square
The first site that will have a permanent solution based on a summer 

street experiment
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In the interaction process of street planning, 

closing Korkeavuorenkatu from car traffic was not 

questioned at all. The traffic arrangement had 

been tested since the summer of 2021.

However, there were differing opinions about the 

closing Merimiehenkatu for car traffic. This was 

not part of the summer street implementation.



Kallio summer streets
2025 Ą
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Objectives of Kallio summer streets
1. Understanding the role of each street and square as an attractive pedestrian environment 

What kind of potential do the streets really have, should they be fully pedestrianized streets or should the change be milder? 

ÅBased on the first summer, the primary development direction seems to be the implementation of a woonerfstreet , but part 

of the street also has the potential to become a pedestrian street.

ÅThe urban life centre  of Kallio's summer streets has been in Karhupuisto . It has activated operators in the area to organise  

various events.

2. Forming a network that can be used in the permanent development of the area

With the help of the summer streets, the companies and residents of the area can be involved in the planning and committed to the 

development of the area

ÅThe summer streets have already taught us that the residents' own ideas create urban life and that the place is perceived as more their 

own

3. A transition from individual summer streets to traffic calmed neighborhoods

The summer streets are the first step not the final outcome. The experiment will possibly lead to a permanent improvement of walking 

and recreational environments in the Kallio district.

Å The first sections are already planned as permanent solutions

13



KALLIO SUMMER STREETS

SUMMER SQUARE

Street area designated only for pedestrian and bicycle 

traffic

WOONERFS

Street area that also allows car traffic but only at 20 

km/h. Street layout very pedestrian oriented

WIDER SIDEWALKS

Street greenery and terraces added next to the footway

VAASANKATU

KARHU -
PUISTO

FRANZENIN -
AUKIO

FLEMINGIN -
KATU

AGRICOLAN -
KATU



Residents behind the selection of sites

ÅSeveral participatory budgeting proposals have called for both temporary and permanent 

improvements to the area's pedestrian environment.

ÅAccording to a resident survey conducted in 2022, Vaasankatu and Fleminginkatu were the 

most desirable destinations for summer streets after Pohjoisesplanadi.
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Citizen engagement

ÅDesign process

ÅCo-design with key business owners in the 

area, property owners and city residents in 

joint workshops

ÅFeedback collected during the 

summer streets

ÅFeedback from the businesses, residents 

and visitors of the streets involved during 

the summer streets

Events and cooperation meetings held

ÅCorporate and association events

ÅResident event

ÅPop-up planning on-call service

ÅStreet interviews in June-August 2024.

ÅTell us your opinion survey

ÅRescue Department and Police

ÅAntilooppi (Ympyrätalo) property owner

ÅUniarts Helsinki

ÅVisits by upper secondary school students

ÅKallio Library

ÅHelsinki Pride

ÅKalliola Settlement

Kuva: Lauri Rotko/ Helsinki Partners
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Fleminginkatu/Karhupuisto

Å The event stage was used a lot. Ping pong 

tables, a new terrace and a children's play 

area are also popular.

Å The rules of use of the stage were also 

violated, and the living comfort of the area 

suffered as a result.

Fleminginkatu:

Å People spending time in urban space 

increased by 400%

Å Comfort, smoothness of walking and people's 

sense of safety improved from 2024.

Karhupuiston kohta:

Å The number of pedestrians increased by 50%

Å Car traffic (about 3500 driving/day) was 

completely eliminated.

Å Traffic volumes on the surrounding streets 

increased by 1500 vehicles/day.
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Fleminginkatu/ Franzéninaukio

Å Hammocks as the main attraction of the 

square.

Fleminginkatu:

Å People spending time in urban space grew by

400%

Å Comfort, smoothness of walking and people's 

sense of safety improved from 2024.

Franzéninaukion square:

Å The number of pedestrians increased by 5-

20%

Å Car traffic decreased by 80%
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Porthaninkatu

Å This summer street has a role of leading from 

Hakaniemi metro station to Karhupuisto 

summer square.

Å Abundant greenery cheered up the concrete 

filled streetscape.

Porthaninkatu:

Å The number of people spending time did not 

increase (although sitting naturally increased 

since benches were added)

Å Comfort, smoothness of walking and people's 

sense of safety improved from 2024.
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Vaasankatu

Å Swings as an attraction on Vaasankatu.

Vaasankatu:

Å People spending time in urban space grew by

115% 

Å Number of pedestrians increased by 7%

Å Comfort, smoothness of walking and people's 

sense of safety improved from 2024.

Å Car traffic decreased by 23%.
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Smaller summer squares and Hämeentie
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